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knowledge of the Bahreyn El-Khaleefahs to hear "their evil
report;" nor do I imagine that a nearer acquaintance with them
would have brought us to a more favourable opinion.

At last, on the 6th of January, 1863, the wind veered to the
south, and on the 9th of the month our long-expected Aboo-
'Eysa arrived; with him was an entire squadron of retainers,
three white, two black, beside a coffee-coloured mulatto lad, all
gaily dressed in silk, and silver-hilted swords ; while Aboo-'Eysa,
in a grand embroidered cloak, looked like a bridegroom on his
way to church. We could not help laughing at this osten-
tatious display of men and finery, but it was not without its
reason. For Aboo-'Eysa purposed going on next to Aboo-Shahr,
in quality of head man to the Perso-Arab caravan; and thus a
good appearance of wealth and high standing was indispensable
to carry through his business with success, especially among
Persians, and in a land where display is everything. Indeed
without this, all the patents of Feysul and credentials of Mah-
boob would have been thrown away on his Shiya'ee flock. From
a curious love of contraband achievements, which made part of
his character, he had chosen to land his men and goods (the
latter were of considerable amount), not at Menamah, but be-
hind a small promontory at some distance from the harbour,
thus escaping duties and tolls, though not without running a
narrow risk of detection from Mohammed-el-Khaleefah's coast-
guard. Once ashore, he took up lodgings for himself and his
retainers in a large house towards the farther end of the town,
at almost half a mile distant from our own abode, and there he
lived in great state, keeping open parlour for all comers, and
forming a temporary centre for all the coffee-drinkers and news-
mongers of the neighbourhood. At quieter hours we arranged
our personal projects for the remainder of the journey.

Schemes were formed and discussed, rejected or revised, till
at last we agreed on adopting a plan sketched out by our friend
while with us in his Hofhoof retirement, and in furtherance of
which a large part of the wares he now brought with him had
been purchased. This plan was not a bad one, though circum-
stances beyond the reach of ordinary calculation concurred to
render its success less complete than it might otherwise have
been.